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TO THE 
R E A D E R. 
HIS Sermon was not made with a 
a defjen of Printing it. The Cla- 
mours and Outcries of ſome Men at Lon- 
A, | n W430) £ 
don have brought this upon me. I am ve- 
ry conſcious + the unaccuracy of this Per- 
yrs and had that been the great Rea- 
on of the Offence it gave, I muſt ſilentl 
eee bn to bb raft Ah. r 
But when I found that the Zeal I had ex- 
\ preſs d for the King and his Government 
was the diſpleaſing part of it, I was per- 
ſwaded to let the World ſee whether there 
there be any thing in it which deſerves the 
ſeurvy Treatment that I have met with on 
its account, 8 
I have carefully avoided all undecent Re- 
flections on any Body, and have only taught 
my Audience how much we are bound in Du- 
ty and Conſcience to Honour and Obey, and 
ſupport the King. If this be a Crime, fare- 


L 2 mo! 


To the READER. 
wel all the boaſted Loyalty and Allegiance of 
the Church of England. 10 ſpeak reſpect- 
fully of the King on the Throne, , by 
whom, under God,” we have been happily 
preſerved, and who has not done any one 
thing againſt our Conſtitution, but 1275 
things to our Advantage both in Church 
and State, cannot be highly Diſpleaſing and 
Offenſrve to any; but to T hoſe only who are 
in another Intereſt, and for another King 
and Government. If this be the Caſe, I © 


- ” * 


am pleaſed that I preached this Sermon, to 
It fuck, | Men ſee the Danger of the Sin that 
they are running into, and the Miſery that 
they are contriving to bring upon their 
Country. 


-PSAL. LXVIII. xxxiv. xxxv. 


Aſcribe ye the Strength unto God, his ex- 
cellency is over all Iſrael, and his ſtrength 
is in the Clouds, O God thou art Ter- 
rible out of thy Holy Places; the God of 
Iſrael 26 He that giveth Strength and 
Power unto his People ; Bleſſed be God. 
Or, as it is in the old Tranſlation. 
Aſcribe ye the Power to God over Iſrael, 
His Worſhip and Strength is in the Clouds. 
O God, wonderful art thou in thy Holy 
Places, even the God of Iſrael ; He will 
give Strength and Power to his People: 
Bleſſed be Gol. 


ls Pſalm is thought to have been 
ritten with a two-fold View. 
Re a Firſt, With teſpect to ſome remark- 
able Providences in favour of Kin 
N David and his Government: An 
then with regard to the Exaltation and * 
x. 4 
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(6) 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of David. With 
reſpect to David, it begins with a ſolema Form 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving, invoking God's 
Bleſſing and Protection, and giving Him Praiſe 


and Glory for the greatneſs of his Power. Let 


God ariſe, and let his Enemies be ſcattered , let 
them alſo that hate Him flee before him. O Sing 


unto God, and ſing Praiſes unto his Name. Mag- 


nifie Him that rideth upon the Heavens, as it were 
upon an Horſe; Praiſe Him in his Name, and 
Rejoyce before him. | 
After this, he proceeds to a recital of ſeveral 
Bleſſings and Gracious Deliverances of God's 
People, ever ſince he had taken them into Co- 
venant with him. | . 
He mentions particularly the Power of 
God over them, and his Goodneſs to them, 
when He led them thro* the Wilderneſs. O 
God, when thou wenteſt Fla before the People, 
when thou wenteft thro” the Wilderneſs, the Earth 


ſhook, and the Heavens dropped at the Preſence of 


Goa, &c. Thus he goes on in Poetick Strain 
and lofty Raptures, enlarging on the wonder- 
ful Operations of God, and ſetting forth the 

lorious Victories, and unheard of Succeſſes 
that He had bleſſed them with againſt all their 
Enemies. In contemplation of which, He pro- 
miles to his People Deliverance out of all their 
Diſtreſs, and an happy ſtate of Tranquillity and 
Quiet. Tho' ye have lien among the Pots, that 
is, in the baſeſt condition of Slavery and Bond- 
age, yet. ſhall ye be as the Wings of a Dove that is 
covered wiiſ ſolver Wings, and her Feathers like 
Gold, Flouriſhing and Glorious. To ou rm 
| their 
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(7) 


their hope of this he Proclaims again the grea- 


reſt of Gods Power. The Chariots of God are ver. 17 


Twenty Thouſand, even Thouſands of Angels, and 
the Lord is among them as in the holy place of Sinai. 
Then he again breakes out into Praiſes ; Praiſed 
be the Loyd daily, eventhe God who helpeth us and 


ureth bis Benefits upon us. He is our God, even ver. 19 


the God of whom cometh Salvation, God is the 


Lord by whom we eſcape Death. The Lord hath ver. 20 
ſaid, I will bring my People again as I did from ** 


Baſan, mine own will I bring again as I did ſome 
time from the deep of the Sea. Alluding to this 


delivery of the Iſraelites, from the Power and 


cruel Perſecution of Pharaoh King of Egypt, 
when he led them thro? the Red-Sea. 

Let us in theſe Meditations Remember, that 
we alſo of this Church and Nation, as tho' we 
alſo were the I/ral of God, have had a long 
ſcene of moſt gracious Providences, and Re- 
7 Deliverances from the greateſt and moſt 

hreatening Dangers. | 

Let us Remember, that beſides the Miſeries 
and Confuſions of the late Civil War, We al- 
ſo have been moſt graciouſly and happyly de- 
livered from a Calamitous ſtate of Miſery and 
Bondage by the Reformation. From Popiſh 
Superſtition and Tyranny ; much worſethan 
that of Egypt, as it tends to the Ruin of both 
Body and Soul too. That in this Deliverance, 
our Fore-Fathers were conducted thro? a Red- 
Sea of Blood, even the Blood of Martyrs; 
thoſe Holy Men, the firſt Reformers of our 
Church; who after the Examples of our Savi- 

our 


(8) 
our and his Appoſtles, Sealed the truth wirks. 
their Blood, and were conſtant unto Death. 
Let us Remember alſo that in a continual 
Enmity to us, and to our holy Faith, we have 
met with Repeated Attempts, and moſt violent 
Oppoſition from our Neighbouring Idolatrous ' 
Kings. From Pharoah King of Egypt, from the 
Kings of Baſan and of Moab ; I mean from Pow- 
ers who have laboured, by Curſes and Inchant- 
ments; but much more effectually, by Perſe- 
cution on one. Hand, and by Debauchery and 
Immorality on the other, to oppreſs us and to 
bring us to Deſtruction. Nay even the x 
Confuſions of that execrable Civil War, from 
which the Providence of God as on this Day 
happily ſet us free: Altho? they began from 
another Quarter, yer they were induſtrioufly 
promoted under ſeveral Diſguiſes and-hypocri- 
tal Dreſſes, by the curſed Faction of Romeand 
her Adherents. And all theſe things I think 
ought to be remembred on this joyful Day of "1% 
our Deliverance and Thankſgiving. - + A 8 
But let us return, and ſee how the Pſalmiſt 
proceeds in Glorifying God. He elegantly fets 
forth the Happineſs of 1/rael in the Peculiar Pre- 
ſence of God among them; inthe Ark of the 
Covenant, which as it ſeems from ſeveral paſſa- 
ges in this Pſalm, was at this time carried before 
them; and in that occaſion he again Renews 
his Praiſes. Sing unto God, O ye Kingdoms of 
the Earth; O ſing Praiſes unto the Lord. Who 
ſitteth in the Heavens over all from the beginning, 
Lo He aoth ſend out his Voice, Tea and that a migh. . 


ty Voice. He alludes here, no doubt to the 
Thunder 


4 


* 


. 
Thunder and the Lightning, and the terrible 
manner of God's appearing to Moſes in the 
Mount. And from the Conſideration of all 
theſe things he makes this Concluſion: Aſcribe 


ye the Power to God over Iſrael, his Worſhip and 
Strength is in the Clouds &c. 


I have thus conſidered this Pſalm and this 
Text, as they have Relation unto David. The 
Pſalm is alſo by moſt Interpreters referr'd to Je- 
ſus Chriſt the Son of David. And there is this 
good Reaſon for it; which I think, becomes 
a ſtanding Rule in the Spirirual and Evangeli- 
cal Conſtruction of Prophecies. viz. When 
they have a plainer, a juſter, and much more 
exact Completion in their Spiritual Senſe ; than 
what they are found to have in the Natural or 
Literal one. And thus there is no doubt but 
that ſome Paſſages of this Pſalm were intended 
peculiarly to refer to the Exaltation of Jeſus 
Chriſt into Heaven, and to the coming of the 


-Holy Ghoſt thereupon. 


Thus when it is ſaid, ver. 11. The Lord "224 
This is a paſſage more remarkably fulfill'd in 
the Number of Divine Prophets and Preachers 
of the Goſpel, that were found and made ſuch 
by the plentiful Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt up- 


on Chriſts Exaltation into Heaven, than in a- 


ny literal Application to the Hiſtory and Paſ- 


ſages of King Davids Reign. So alſo ver. 18. Thou 18. 


haſt aſcended on High, thou haſt led Captivity Cap- 
tive and received Gifts for Men. This has ſo plain 


and certain a relation to the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt conferr'd on the Apoſtles, and their Fol- 

lowers ; that it is mentioned and cited by St. 
B | Paul 


the Word ; great was the company of the Preachers. ver. 11. 
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(10) 
Paul to this very purpoſe ; as fulfilled in thoſe 
various Gifts and Graces which were conferr'd 
on the Apoſtles and Prophets and Paſtors of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Eph. iv. 8. 11. There are other paſ- 
ſages of the Pſalm that will bear a like applica- 
tion. But that I may not be too tedious in ex- 
plaining it; I ſhall content my ſelf to obſerve ; 
that in this View, and in this Conſideration al- 
ſo, we are bound to give Praiſe and Glory to 
God ; and to own all our Spiritual Mercies and 
Bleſſings as derived from him, from and by 
the Power of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Aſcribe 
ye the Power to God over Iſrael, his Worſhip and 
Strength is in the Clouds, &c, In thele Words 
we have. | 


I. A Solemn acknowledgment of the Power 
and Dominion of God over his Church. 


II. We are here taught to aſcribe all our 
Mercies and Gracious Deliverances to the 
influence of that his Power and Govern- , 
ment. And 


III. Lay, This is laid down as the Foun- 
dation, of all our Devotion in Religious 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings. I ſhall ſpeak 
of theſe in their order, and then make A 
plication of them to the Buſineſs of the 
Day. 


I. We have here a Solemn acknowledgment 
of the Power and Dominion of God over his 
Church. I ſay over his Church; tor ſo a lan 

and 


(1) 


and Judicious Interpreter tells us, the Words cabin. 


were intended to be underſtood ; by Davids 
aſcribing the Power to God ; he do's not ſay, over 
all the World, tho' that is literally true; but 
more particularly over rae; whom he had ta- 
ken into Covenant with himſelf, upon the Con- 
dition of their Conſtancy in a Religious and holy 
Worſhip of Him. So again, Wonderful art thou 


O Lord in thy Holy Places i. e.; in thy Sanctuary; ver. 25. 


in thy Church and the Place, or People among 
whom thou art Wor ſhipped, and where thine Ho- 
nour Dwelleth, In which paſſages the Royal 
Pſalmiſt ſeems to confine his Thoughts of Gods 
Power and Strength, to thoſe Particular Exer- 
ciſes and Effects of them, which he had obſer- 
ved in Favour of Gods own Church and Peo- 
ple. Many of which Bleſſings, he had Glanced 
at, and made mention of above in ſeveral Ver- 
ſes of this Pſalm. 

Conſequently, then he do's not here ſpeak 
of Gods unlimited Power and Strength abſtract- 
ly conſidered, but rather of this Exerciſe of 
them in his Government. Thus his Power in- 
cludes Dominion and Protection, and a care- 
ful and wiſe Exerciſe of his Authority. So that, 
tho! his Power is Immenſely Great, Unlimited, 
Univerſal, and extended over all the World, 
and over all Nations upon Earth: Yet, I ſay, a- 
gain, when he here Limits and Confines his 
Thoughts to Gods more particular Power over 
Iſrael his Church: He plainly intends that God 
Rules over that with a more peculiar Care; 
with a more ſingular exerciſe of his Dominion 

"Ba oe: and 


(12) Ss 
and Authority, in ' Favour of his Beloved and 
choſen People, oY 
nn This is the Doctrine that King David here 
- ſets forth for the Comfort and Conſolation of all 
. thoſe Religious and holy Perſons who are in 
{ Covenant with him ; and that Faithfully ſerve 
him, and Conſcienciouſly obey him, That al- 
tho his Power is Infinite, his Dominion Uni- 
verſal ; and his Providence over his Works, 
and all his Creatures without Exception: Yet 
that he has a more peculiar Regard to, a more 
watchful Eye upon, and a more tender care 
over thoſe whom in the Priveleges of his Cove- 
nant, and the peculiarity of his Favour he tiles 
ſe. 43. 1. his own. Fear not O Iſrael I have Redeemed Thee; 
I have called the by my Name, and Thou art 
15. "#4: „ine. Bleſſed therefore are the People that are in 
ſuch a Caſe, and * are the People who have 
the Lord for their God. It is to this that the Roy- 
al Pſalmiſt thro' all this Pſalm, aſcribes the 
Wonderful Operations and Miraculous Provi- 
dences in favour of the Jewiſh Church and Na- 
Numb. 23 tion. It was this that made Baalam the Pro- \ 
8, 23. phet to declare, There is no Inchantment againſt 
Jacob, nor any Divination againſt Iſrael. How 
(ball I Curſe whom the Lord hath not Curſed, and 
how ſhall I defy whom the Lord hath not defied. 
The People or Nation, whom God for his Co- 
| venant and true Religions ſake, takes under 
| his own peculiar Dominion: They are always 
ſafe under his ProteQtion, and no Weapon, no 
| Deſigns or Attempts form'd againſt them ſhall 
7 ever proſper or ſucceed. 
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Permit me to add here; that the Chriſtian 
Church is now in this very manner under the 
peculiar Dominion and Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt its Head. Who being exalted to Gods 


right Hand, has all Power, and Authority com- 1 28, 
mitted to him both in Heaven and on Earth. And 


to him in @ more particular Manner are we to 
aſcribe all Strength and all Rule over our 1/raed, 


and our Sion. His Honour, his Majeſty and 
Dominion are in the Clouds. Wonderful art 


Thou O Bleſſed Jeſus in thy holy Place; and 


Bleſſed be the Lord God our Redeemer. To 
him and to his watchful Eye and conſtant care 
over us, we are to aſcribe the Bleſſing of this ſo- 
emu Day, and all the Gracious and Wonderful 
Providences with which God has ſo often favou- 
red, and by which he has ſo conſtantly preſer- 
ved this our Church and Nation. But what 
I am now mentioning is the 


II. Second Obſervation from the Text. Viz; 


That as God do's Rule over his Church and 
People with ſingular Operations of his Power in 
their Defence: So to this are to be aſcribed all 
the Extraordinary Mercies and Deliverances 
that he at any time ſhall Bleſs us with. 

And this ſeems to be mentioned for the In- 
ctruction of the Weak, and the Reproof of the 
wicked part of Mankind. To teach usall, that 
we ſhould not impute our Advantageous and 
good Succeſſes, either to Blind Fate, undeſign- 
ing Chance, or to the mere influence of Human 
conduct, and Human powers. 

| There 
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There is a ſtrange proneneſs in ſome Men 


to overlook God's Influence on their Affairs, 
and to paſs by with great diſregard all the 


Operations of his Divine Hand; and almoſt 


ol his Divine Providence. If things go ill with 


Pſak, 115. 


1. 
Pſal. 44. 
37 4 


to Deny, or at leaſt to Diſpute the Influence 


them, they Curſe their hard Fate, and pro- 
claim themſelves Unfortunate. They mur- 


mour and complain, but ſcarce ever employ _ 


one ſingle Thought on the Providence or over- 
ruling Power of God. 

On the other hand, if Things go well with 
them, and they enjoy, Good by any proſperous 
Events, they | Sas themſelves pleaſed with the 
happy Chance, as they call it; or they applaud 
the Wiſdom, and Counſel, and great Skill, 
and Dexterity of the Agents employ'd there- 
in, whether themſelves or others. But they 
ſeldom look up unto God, nor give him any 
{ſhare of the Praiſe and Glory of what has hap- 
pened to them. 

This 1s too common with the generality of 


Mankind. But this is an Evil that King David /, 


in this Text would guard againſt, and earneſt- 
ly labours to prevent. On other occaſions of 
like Deliverances, he zealouſly diſclaims all 
Pretences of Glorying in himſelf. Not unto us, 
Q Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name be the 

raiſe. So again, They got not the Land in Poſſeſ- 


ſian by their own Sword, neither was it their own Arm 


that ſaved them: But thy Riglu- hand and thine 


Arm, and the Light 4 thy Countenance, even be- 
cauſe thou hadſt 4 Fa 


vour unto them. As on 
theſe Occaſions he diſclaims all Glory as due 
to Men; ſo here he calls upon Mankind to 
acknowledge 
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acknowledge and extol the peculiar Power of 


God in their Deliverances. Aſcribe.ye the Pow- 
er to God over Iſrael. Or if you will thus. A. 
ſcribe all your Safety and Preſervation, and all 
your Bleſſings to the Power and Dominion of 
God over Iſrael : Acknowledge that his Ho- 
nour and Strength is in the Clouds, Sing out his 
Praiſes, Wonderful art thou, OLord, in thy Holy 
Places; even the God of Iſrael, He will give 
Strength and Power to his People; Bleſſed be God. 


III. The Third and laft thing obſervable 


, in theſe Words is; That the conſideration of 
\ the influence of God's Power in and over our 


Affairs, is the true foundation of all our Devo- 
tionto Him in Religious Praiſes and Thankſ- 
givings. 

I need not be long on this Head: Ever 
one's common Reaſon will ſo far go along wit 
me as to make them ſenſible, that all Men's 
zeal and fervour in their Praiſes to Almighty 


\ God, are likely to bear proportion to the Opi- 


nion which they have of the influence of his 
Providence in what they Praiſe him for. 
They who have but little Faith in his Provi. 
dence, will have as little Warmth and Hear- 
tineſs in their Thanſgivings to him. Thoſe 
only will praiſe God with fervent and devout 
: AﬀeQions who ſincerely own his Goodneſs in 
their Preſervation, and aſcribe it all to the in- 
fluence of of his Divine Power and Protection. 
Loet us therefore now bring theſe Meditati- 
ons home to the Buſineſs of this Day, and 
make the Application of them by encouraging 
one another to offer up to God the molt e 
zealous 


( 16) 
zealous and affectionate Adoration, for all the 
Mercies and Bleſſings that we are now aſſem- 
bled to give Him Thanks for. 

Now, As we have ſeen already, that this 
Pſaim was compoſed with a particular View 
upon the Advantages of Chriſt's Exaltation, 
and the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt conſequent 
thereupon : Let us remember firſt of all the 
Obligations that we are under to God on that 
account. And that we may be the more zea- 
lous both in our Thanks and in our Joy: Let 
us conſider the Exaltation of Jeſus Chriſt as the 
Exaltation of Human Nature in his Perſon. 
And that the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are the 
Gifts of that Bleſſed Spirit: By which we are 
Fyb. iv. Sealed anto the day of Redemption. As many of 
3% us, I mean, as thorough the Spirit ſhall mortify | 
the Deeds of the Fleſh, and bring forth the 
Fruits of Holineſs unto God. 
In this Hope let us lift up our Hearts unto 
Him in the devouteſt Praiſes and Thankſgi- 
vings, as the Church at this time calls upon us 
to do, and let us rejoyce with exceeding great 
Toy in it. But at the ſame time let us take e- 
ſpecial care that we live as becomes thoſe who 
have hope of Heaven, and in this Hope, purify 
our ſelves as He is Pure. 
We are alſo to bleſs God for the good Influ- 
ence of his Holy Spirit, on all Pious and Chari- 
This was table People, and particularly on Mr Stretehly 
inſerted à late Wealthy and Worthy Citizen of this 
„ City, who by his Will gave a valuable Eſtate 
Church, to Pious and Charitable Uſes : Some of it to 
this Pariſh of Chrif-Churth, but much more to 
e Chri ſt's 


0 


(in) 
Chrifs Hoſpital. And who by the ſame Will, 
appointed a Sermon to be preached annually 
on the Sunday after Aſcenſion- Day. Both his 


Benefaction and the Day appointed for the 


Commemoration of it, invite us to raiſe our 
Thoughts up to Heaven, and to /ay up for our 
ſetves Treaſure there; a Bleſſed ftore againſt the 
time to come, that we may thro? Jeſus Chriſt the 
more certainly attain to the Pardon of our Sins 
and to Eternal Life, This is the true end and 
the right uſe of all ſuch Commemorations. That 
we ſhould learn thereby to imitate the Virtues 
of our Benefactors, and to follow their good Ex- 
amples, that we may be partakers of Eternal 


Glory with them. 


And now I muſt ſpeak to the buſineſs of this 
Day, as it is the appointed Anniverſary Feſti- 
val of our Selemn Thankſgiving to Almighty 
God, for the Delivery of this Nation from the 
moſt Miſerable Calamities and Confuſions, by 
Reſtoring as on this Day, King Charles the ſe- 
cond, With the Royal Family from Baniſhment, 
to the Quiet Poſſeſſion of the I hrone: And with 
them, and by that means Reſtoring alſo the 


| Monarchy and Legal Government, and that happy 


Conſtitution in Charch and State, which has al- 
ways been fo fure a Bulwark and Defence to 
our Liberty and Religion. And in the great Bene- 
fits and Advantages of which the Bri:iſþ Nati- 
on has been for ſo many Ages the Wonder and 
the Glory of the World. The Recovery of ſo 
Excellent a Government, and fo wiſe and ha p- 
py a Conſtitution from the utmoſt aan” 
| S an 
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and Oppreſſions, from Inteſtine Broils and A- 
narchy, is a Bleſſing too great to be eaſily for- 


— 2 and too valuable to be paſſed by in Si- 


ence. It was apparently God's Act, and it is 
a Wonderful inſtance of the Goodneſs of his Pro- 
vidence that it was accompliſhed without the 
Sword and Bloodſhed. It is Marvellous in our 
Eyes, it ought to be had in Remembrance that we 
may give to God his Praiſes due. 

It would caſt too black a cloud over the Glo- 
ries of this Bright Day, to look back and obſerve 


how the ſmall Beginnings of Diſcontent among 


our People were carried up to ſo great a height, 
as to break out into an Univerſal Civil Mar, into 
a lamentable Scene of Blood ſhed and Slaughter; 


into Battles, in which whatever ſide got the bet- 


Mo the Nation Bled for it and all were worſted 
It. 

71 will content my ſelf with ſaying that we 
were gone ſo far into Miſery and Confuſion; that 
that it is a wonder thoſe extremities of Miſcheif 
did not end in the final and Irrecoverable Ruin 
of all our Legal Government, But God was 
Gracious to us and Prevented it; by Reſto- 


ring to us our Princes, as at the firſt, and our Judg- 


es as at the beginning. We acknowledge it the 
Loras doing, and we heartily Praiſe and Adore 
him for it. 

But how ſhall we approve the ſincerity of our 
Thanks, and Glorify our God for theſe his 


1 


Mercies in a Proper and Becoming manner. I 


Hope, not by Mutiny and Sedition; not by 


kicking againſt our Princes; and ſpeaking Evil 


of 


/ 
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CY , 
of our Ralers; nor by diſturbing their Govern- 
ment, with Seditious Tamults and Riots. Not 
by Countenancing the Principles and Practices 
of Rebellion, at the ſame time that we are gi- 
ving God thanks that he has delivered us from 
the Great Rebellion. I hope that we have not ſo 


learned Ghriſt ; nor do ſo underſtand that Chri- 


ſtian Loyalty and Religions Obedience to Princes, 
which has hitherto been claimed as the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character and Glory of the Church of 
England, 

A more becoming way of making the Prai- 
ſes of this Day acceptable to God and Approved 
of Men, is heartily and ſincerely to aſcribe 
their Bleſſings to Gods Dominion and Power 
over us. And to ſhew forth his Glory by our 
Actions rather than our Words ; and by living 
in a Religious Obedience to that Great God, who 
has ſo mightily Favoured and Protected us. 

And a Deliverance of this kind do's more eſ- 


pecially call upon us, to value highly that Reli- 


gion, that Eſtabliſhment, and Conſtitution 
which the good Providence of God has ſo won- 
derfully Preſerved ; and to forbear all future 
Attempts againſt it ; and all Seditious Princi- 


Ples tending thereto. And to this end, we are 


bound to pay a conſtant and Conſciencious Obe- 
atence to all our Lawful Rulers and Governours; 
and in particular to that Great Good Ring whom 
God in his good Providence has now ſet over 


us. He is now become to us the Light of our n 4 


Eyes, and the Breath of our Noſtrils; the Anoint- 
ed of the Lord: Under whom thro? Gods Bleſſing, 


and under whom alone, we haye Hope that we 
ſhall be Preſerved. | C 2 Let 


—  — — CT - 


+ = 


| 
| 


| 
bl 
| 
| 


——— 


him. 


(20) 
Let us therefore fill up the Meaſure of this 
Day's Solemnity, by offering to God our 


moſt Hearty Praiſes that He has at this time, 


fill'd up the Throne with a Prince that 
is truly and ſincerely Proteſtant. And give 
me leave to aſcribe it to the Power of God 
over our Iſrael, and to reckon it none of the 
leaſt Inſtances of his Divine Goodzeſs to us, 
that againſt his Time proviſion was made for 
his Majeſty's Succeſſion, in an Orderly Regular 
way, by the moſt Sacred Sanctions of our Laws ; 
confirmed too by more Sacred Oaths; and by 
a Power eſſential to, and indiſputably inherent 
in all ſuch Kingdoms and Governments thro? 
the World. + 

y the ſtrong Obligations of all which, that 
Allegiance, and that Duty, which was hereto- 
fore due to any other Prince upon the Throne, 
is now Transferr'd, and by all the Laws of 
God, and of our Holy Religion, as well as of 
our Country, is dae to our Royal Sovereign 
Lord KinG GexorGE. And conſcquent- 
ly, it Sedition, if Treaſon and Rebellion, were 
ever Sinful againſt God, and Dangerous even to 
Damnation, they are certainly ſo zom, as much 
as they ever were in former Times, And if Se- 
ditions Practices and Riots can be a Blemiſh 
and Scandal to the boaſted Loyalty of the 
Church of Enzland,they will certainly be as much 
ſo in the Reign of KinG GEORGE, as 


of any other Prince that ever Ruled before 


It 


1 


\ 
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and under God, as much our my 
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It were eaſy to ſhew you that what IT 
now plead for is as much our Intereſt, 
as it is our Daty: For let the Men of the 6. 
piſh Faction argue as artfully and plauſibly for 
other Meaſures as their Subtle Inventions 
will enable them; it's too apparent. that we 
had been now, notwithſtanding this Day's 


Reſtoration, the moſt Forlorn and Miſerable 


People upon Earth; had not Almighty God 
Wiſely and Graciouſly prevented it, by our 
Preſent Eſtabliſhment. 

I am very ſenſible that I ſpeak in a Con- 
gregation moſt zealouſly affected to the Church 
of England. I highly commend their Zeal for 
it, and I moſt heartily come into it. But then 
I would have you ſenſible, that the laſtin 
Safety and Preſervation of this our Church 
muſt, under God's Providence, be expected 
from the Care and Fidelity of our moſt Gra- 
cious and Good KN G. And that its Secu- 
rity is no more to be hoped for under a Popiſh 
Governour, than a Lamb can be ſecure in the 
Boſom of a Woolf. 

No Services can ſecure us againſt ſuch Dan- 


gers. All Deb e owe the Obligations by 
Which a Proteſtant People would conciliate 


Popiſh Rulers, goes for nothing. All Hiſtory 
confirms the Truth of what I now affirm: 


Under the Popiſh Queen Mary, Arch-biſhop Biſb. L 
Cranmer was the Man by whoſe Mediation ſhe 2. 5. 241. 


her ſelf had been ſaved from Death. And yet 246. 
by her Authority he was put to Death only for 


hs Religion. And thoſe of her People "_ 
. 
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\ firſt appeared in defence of her Title when it 
was conteſted, were the firſt that ſuffered un- 
der cruel Perſecutions. And a certain King 
no alive, in the time of his Diſtreſs, was e- 
minently defended by his Proteſtant Subjects. 
And yet thoſe Proteſtant Subjects, from that 
very Prince, have endured greater Cruelties 
than were ever heard of in all the Ten Hea- 
then Perſecutions put together. And in our 
own Times, we have had great aſſurance of 
Protection given us from a Xing, who owned 
that the Church of England had ſtuck by him, 
and effectually prevented his Excluſion. But 
whatever there was in the Man, his vile Reli- 
gion would not ſuffer him to be Faithful to his 
Word. From that very King we met with 
the hardeſt Uſage. We cannot but remember 
what Fears and Terrors we were under : How 
we groaned to be delivered, and how even in 
the laſt Extremities, God did deliver us by a 
Seaſonable and Happy Revolution. | 

As theſe Inſtances teach us, that there can 
be no poſſible Security to the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and to the Church of Exgland in the moſt 
Solemn n of Popiſb Powers, * = 
herein how muc nee read ſuch a 
Government, and by all poſh Reel means 
endeavour to prevent it. 

And that ſhould teach us alſo to offer to God 
our hearty and unfeigned Thanks, that when 
He thought fit to put an ead to the Royal Line 
of our Native Princes, by the Death of our late 
moſt Gracious Queen, He was pleaſed to ſet a 

| Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant King upon the Throne : One who 
has neither Inclination, nor Intereſt to do us 
Harm. A Prince of great Perſonal Probi 
and Fidelity, Honour and Wiſdom, Care and Tem- 

er, One whoſe Deſign it is, and who would 
have it the Glory of his Reign, to preſerve our 
Conſtitution, and to make us an Eaſy and 


Happy People. 
Let us therefore Bleſs God, and honour the 


King. Let us humbly Reverence and Re- 


ligioully Obey him. Let us make it our Bu- 
ſineſs, as it is our Duty, to ſtrengthen his Go- 
vernment, by being heartily united in our Af- 
fections to and Zeal for him. Let us put up 


our Prayers to God for his MAajzsTy, and 


and for all his ROYAL PROGENx; that 
God would prolong his Days, and proſper his 
Government, and make Him and his Poſterity 
the Glorious Inſtruments of our Happineſs, to 
all future Generations. 


FINIS. 
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